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MASSACHUSETTS HISTOBICAL SOCIETY. [Jan. 

The Librarian reported that he had made an arrange- 
ment with R. P. & C. Williams to take certain volumes 
for the odd volumes of the Collections in their pos- 
session. 

The Treasurer and Librarian were authorized to cause 
two hundred and fifty copies of the seventh and eighth 
volumes of the second series of the Collections to be 
reprinted. 

Dissolved. 



QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1827. 

At a meeting of the Society, Jan. 25, 1827, — the 
members present were, Davis, Gardner, Greenwood, 
Hale, Hedge, Jenks, Lowell, Merrill, Palfrey, Snow, 
and Webster. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Professor Hedge resigned his place in the Society. 

A letter from the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
requesting the co-operation of this Society in procuring 
aid from Congress in obtaining the papers and docu- 
ments in the Plantation Office, England, relating to the 
early history of this country, was read, and committed 
to the President and Messrs. Savage and Bowdoiist, with 
full powers to act. 

Mr. Joseph Emerson Worcester was nominated a Resi- 
dent Member by the Standing Committee. 

An extract of a letter from Rev. John Hutchinson, of 
England, relative to the unpublished volume of Gover- 
nor Hutchinson's History, was communicated by Mr. 
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Savage for the information of the Society, but not 
acted on. It proposes that five hundred copies be taken 
in this country, at eight shillings per copy.* 
Meeting dissolved. 



* The following is a copy of a printed circular or subscription paper, pre- 
pared probably by Mr. Savage, for raising a sufficient sum to pay for the five 
hundred copies of Vol. III. of Hutchinson's History, printed in England. The 
sum was raised, and the books were received : — 

" Hutchinson's History. 
" Volume III. 

" Some years ago it was ascertained that the late Thomas Hutchinson, for- 
merly Governor of Massachusetts, left in manuscript a third volume of his 
History, relating the events from 1749 to 1774, when the author was recalled to 
England. His former volumes deservedly obtained a high reputation for the 
writer's obedience to the chief laws by which such writings are rendered valu- 
able and instructive. Perhaps no document, with regard to the history of any 
civilized state, remains unpublished, in which the community of letters have so 
great an interest ; and to us, who so lately have had our memories refreshed 
with full relations of the arduous services of Otis, Quincy, Hancock, the two 
Adamses (John and Samuel), and other fathers of the American Eevolution, 
the delineation of events in which they moved, drawn by their most accom- 
plished antagonist, will yield a high entertainment, however widely and often 
we may differ from his judgment, and even for the very reason of our dif- 
ference. 

" With the hope of obtaining the publication of this work, a correspondence 
was begun in 1817 with the writer's son, Elisha Hutchinson, Esq., since deceased. 
The different chapters of the volume were discovered, after some years' search, 
among papers in possession of a grandson ; but the plan of publishing in London 
was not found sufficiently encouraging to induce the family to encounter the 
hazard of its expense. Insuperable objections were raised to a compliance 
with offers made by one who is eager after all authentic sources of information 
upon the annals of this country, either to purchase the manuscript, or to pub- 
lish it in Boston at his own risk, and give the emolument to the representatives 
of the Governor. It is now hopeless to expect that the work will be printed, 
unless a large part of the charge for impression of a thousand volumes be 
assured to them. It is ascertained that they will not consent to its being pub- 
lished elsewhere than in London, and that the best terms on which we can 
insure it to be published there, are, that we engage to take five hundred copies, 
and to pay for them the price of two hundred pounds. This, with the duties 
and other charges, will probably bring the amount to fifteen hundred dollars, 
and the cost of a single volume, at the usual rate of advance, over four dollars. 
If a large subscription is obtained, it may be delivered for three dollars. As 
no bookseller will undertake such an operation, it has seemed to three or four 
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ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1827. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, April 26, — 
present, Bowdoin, Bradford, Coolidge, Davis, Gray, 
Harris, Holmes, Lowell, Merrill, Pierce, Palfrey, Quincy, 
Ripley, Savage, Webster, and Winthrop. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Mr. Hale * and Dr. Bradford were appointed the 
committee on the Treasurer's accounts.* 

Mr. Merrill and Dr. Webster were appointed a com- 
mittee to collect and sort the votes for officers. 

The officers of the last year were rechosen. 

Mr. J. E. Worcester was chosen a Resident Member. 

persons a matter of so great interest to our community that they now resolve 
to solicit the attention of others to aid them in effecting the object. 

" The work will, it is believed, be about the size of one of the former volumes 
of Hutchinson's History, and will be published in a handsome manner by 
Murray, in London, as soon as he is certified of the requisite encouragement 
from this quarter ; and, on payment of the money there, the copies will be de- 
livered to our agent. 

" We, therefore, whose names are underwritten, willing to advance the 
amount for such an object, agree to pay James Savage, Nathan Hale, Nathaniel 
G. Snelling, and James Bowdoin, Esquires, on demand, the sums respectively 
set against our names by us in the second column, to be repaid by said Savage, 
Hale, Snelling, and Bowdoin, in just proportion, out of the proceeds of sales to 
subscribers and others ; and also to take the number of copies expressed in the 
next column, at three dollars for each copy. 

" Boston, March 19, 1827. 



" It is desired that this paper may be returned, within one month from its 
date, to the Massachusetts Fire and Marine Insurance Office, Boston. 



'Subscribers' Names. 



Amount of Money. 



Number of Copies." 



Eds. 

* The total receipts for the year were $246.74, including $194.74 from sales of 
books. The payments amounted to $12.50, and the balance in the hands of the 
Treasurer was $272.46.— Eds. 
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Hon. Mr. Pitkin was authorized to take books and 
manuscripts from the Library to consult in reference to 
a work he has in preparation, he giving his receipt to 
the Librarian or Cabinet-Keeper for the same. 

On the request of the Rev. W. B. Sprague, of West 
Springfield, the Librarian was authorized to exchange 
with him any duplicates of sermons or other pamphlets 
in the possession of the Society. 

On request of the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
the President was authorized to loan to that Society 
Roger Williams's Key to the Indian Language. * 

Mr. Quincy, Mr. Coolidge, and Mr. Bowdoin were 
appointed a committee to inquire whether a more safe 
and suitable room can be provided for the use of the 
Society, free of expense. 

Mr. Ripley was requested to prepare a memoir of the 
late Governor Gore.f 



* The Rhode Island Historical Society reprinted Roger Williams's " Key " 
as the first volume of their Collections, 1827, from a transcript of a copy in the 
Bodleian Library, procured by Mr. Zachariah Allen in 1825. His manuscript 
was subsequently compared with the printed copy in this Society's Library. — 
Eds. 

t The Hon. Christopher Gore, elected a member in January, 1798, died 
March 1, 1827. His health had been feeble for some years. He had served the 
Society as its President from 1806 to 1818 ; and in the letter which we print 
below, addressed to Dr. Freeman, declining to be longer considered a candidate 
for this office, he speaks of his severe and constant indisposition. Mr. Ripley's 
memoir of him is in 3 Collections, III. 191-209. 

" Waltham, March 7, 1818. 

" My dear Sir, — Presuming that you will be present at the meeting of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society for the choice of officers, I take the liberty to 
pray you to present my best respects to the members, and to thank them in my 
name for the honor they have conferred on me by appointing me for many years 
their President, and especially for the indulgence they have shown at my ab- 
sence, which can be apologized for only by severe and constant indisposition. 

" And I also request them, should they even think of me as a candidate for 
that distinguished office, to permit me to decline the honor, as I cannot flatter 
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Mr. Joshua Coffin, of Newbury, was nominated a 
Resident Member by the Standing Committee; Rev. 
John Hutchinson, a Corresponding Member, by Mr. 
Savage, and Hon. Theodoric Bland, of Maryland, by 
Mr. Bowdoin. 

Dissolved. 

[Two Resident Members died during the last year, — 
John Adams and Christopher Gore. A memoir of the 
former here follows. — Eds.] 

Memoir of John Adams. 

John Adams was born at Braintree, in the provincial period 
of Massachusetts, on the 19th day of October (old style), 
1735, the fourth in lineal descent from Henry Adams, a 
farmer, who came from England to America in the early 
emigration of 1640, with eight sons and one daughter. These 
spread themselves gradually over the land. Occasionally, in 
the records of the town still appear the names of their de- 
scendants, in the three relations which give motion to the 
spread of civilization. Others wandered off to more or 
less distant regions. John Adams, Sen., who remained at 
home, had but three sons, the eldest of whom inherited his 
name. It was the custom in families of that day to send the 
most promising to college at Cambridge, with a view to effec- 
tive service in the Church. This had been done with success 
in one case in the previous generation. But when the same 
opening was offered to John Adams, he preferred to embrace 

myself with such a return of health as would enable me to perform in any 
tolerable manner its various and important duties. 

" Have the goodness, my dear Sir, to excuse the trouble I propose to you, 
and to believe me, with sincere and affectionate respect, your faithful friend 
and obedient servant, C. Gore. 

" The Rev. Dr. Freeman." Eds. 
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what was then considered the less dignified profession of the 
law. 

This decision was not made without careful consideration 
and mature judgment. But, once determined upon, Mr. 
Adams seized every opportunity to prepare himself properly 
for his undertaking. More than one of his early productions 
were wafted over to the mother country, and there pronounced 
of great promise. Among them was a paper, which met with 
so much favor as to be floated to London, where it ap- 
peared in a printed pamphlet, under the title of " A Disser- 
tation on the Canon and Feudal Law," copies of which may 
still be found preserved in old libraries in Massachusetts. 

Mr. Adams's progress in the profession thus selected by 
himself proved slow but steady ; and, as long as the field 
remained tolerably free from political contention, the prospect 
rose to be promising. As it was, it justified him in undertak- 
ing the responsibility of marriage. The Rev. William Smith, 
then the clergyman established in the neighboring town of 
Weymouth, had married the daughter of Colonel John 
Quincy, the most noted of the citizens in Braintree. That 
marriage produced three very clever daughters. Of the 
three, Mr. Adams selected Abigail, the second in age, who 
proved to him the chief source of the many blessings of his 
life. 

Years passed away, during which Mr. Adams found himself 
quietly rising in the practice of his profession, the only draw- 
back being the portentous increase of darkness in the political 
sky. His turn for speculation in political questions soon 
gained him reputation, which did not fail ultimately to draw 
him into public life. It appears to have been the argument 
of James Otis on the legality of what were called " writs of 
assistance " which first opened his mind to the practical con- 
sequences of investing arbitrary authority in the hands of the 
officers of the crown. From this date, he became more and 
more engaged in political controversy, until the 5th of March, 

26 
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1770, when the well-known collision between the people of 
Boston and the soldiers of the Crown held out the first por- 
tent of what was to follow. 

John Adams and Josiah Quincy, Jr., were now known as 
decided friends of liberty ; yet, singularly enough, they were 
selected by the officer and soldiers, engaged in the struggle, 
to defend them in the court of law. How far this selection 
might have been prompted by higher authority has never 
been disclosed. It is enough here to say that they did their 
duty in good faith, and the men were practically acquitted. 

Under such circumstances, it was not unnatural that the 
warmer section of the popular party in Boston should have 
viewed this proceeding on the part of two of their trusted 
friends with more or less uneasiness. If there was any such 
distrust, it was soon dispelled. The evidence of it was fully 
given in the case of Mr. Adams. At an election, taking place 
for a vacant seat in the General Court, representing the town 
of Boston, Mr. Adams was returned by a very decided major- 
ity of the voters. 

From the date of this election down to the close of the 
century, a period of twenty-seven years, Mr. Adams appears 
to have been employed in the public service, in one way or 
another, almost continuously. First, as a member of the 
General Court of the Province ; then, as a member elected by 
that Court to repair with three more persons as delegates to 
Philadelphia, with a view to concerted action in behalf of 
liberty at that place ; next, as a chief of committee on the 
conduct of the war ; and, lastly, as the earnest and eloquent 
advocate of independence, — the evidence of these services 
has been made so patent in history as to call for no farther 
elucidation here. 

Now came up a period when the Continental Congress, which 
had had it in charge, among other things, to cultivate the 
good will of foreign powers, and especially of France, discov- 
ered the unpleasant fact of the rise of grave differences among 
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the chosen Deputies sent there, which were materially impair- 
ing their prospects of success. The way to remedy such an 
evil quietly was to send out some new missionary, acquainted 
with the case, through whose energy it was felt that harmony 
might be restored. Mr. Adams was selected for that duty, and 
he accordingly embarked very soon in the " Boston," Captain 
Tucker, one of the few frigates at their disposal fit to go out on 
the high seas, and reach some safe refuge in France. By great 
luck, the party, consisting of Mr. Adams and his son, John 
Quincy, with two or three young companions, found their 
way to Bordeaux in safety, and thence to Paris, where the 
former was at once favorably received by the French Minister 
of State, the Count de Vergennes. Here he found forthwith a 
broad field to work in. The delegates previously sent had 
been so unwise as to differ about the modes of action proper 
to be taken, which led by degrees to unhappy dissension. On 
the one side was Dr. Franklin, who, had he been alone, would 
doubtless have secured confidence completely; but whose 
position was not a little weakened by the opposition of Rep- 
resentatives sent from the Southern States, — the Lees and 
Ralph Izard, — which materially impaired his authority. It 
was to meet this emergency that Mr. Adams had been sent 
out. It did not take him long to arrive at a conclusion. He 
recommended the reduction of the mission tQ one person : 
that person to be Dr. Franklin. Although not altogether sat- 
isfied even with his course, it did not prevent him from 
advising the transfer of all duties into his single hand, and 
the recommendation to withdraw everybody else altogether. 
This, of course, included himself. Count de Vergennes ap- 
pears to have been so much relieved by this action that he at 
once offered to him a passage in a French frigate, fitting up 
at that moment to send in it a regular diplomatic envoy, 
who, by his presence, might keep the favorable disposition of 
France entirely understood. On the 17th of June, 1779, Mr. 
Adams embarked in company with the Marquis de la Luzerne, 
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as Envoy, with full powers, in lieu of the preceding agent, 
Mr. Gerard. The voyage was pleasant, though slow, and the 
parties arrived in safety in the port of Boston on the 2d of 
August. 

Just at the same time with this return, the people of Mas- 
sachusetts, sensible of the necessity of supplying themselves 
with a more suitable form of government than that furnished 
by the royal charter, were busy in selecting suitable repre- 
sentatives of their own to prepare one. Mr. Adams's fellow- 
citizens in his native town were no sooner apprised of his 
return than they elected him a delegate. He lost no time in 
attending, and giving whatever aid he could supply towards 
the formation of a new form of Constitution. Many years 
afterward, and on another occasion, he wrote a paper, in 
which he distinctly claimed the draft ultimately adopted 
to have been made by his own hand. But matters were 
going on so fast everywhere that it was difficult to respond 
fully to every call. He was summoned to Philadelphia, 
where the Congress was again more or less embarrassed by 
the turn affairs had taken abroad, and especially in Paris. 
There was an obvious want of information, which could not 
be easily supplied without close enquiry. Mr. Adams was 
naturally regarded as best fitted to supply what he knew, 
which he did in his frankest manner. The consequence was 
that, after a brief struggle, he was chosen, mainly by the close 
adhesion of his New England colleagues, on account of their 
interest in the fisheries, to the responsible post of negotiator, 
in the event of a favorable issue in a treaty of peace, whilst 
Mr. Jay, his rival, was elected by unanimity as an envoy to 
co-operate in Spain. 

Once more Mr. Adams appears returning over the ocean, in 
the same vessel in which he had come a few months before. 
Unluckily, the ship sprang a leak this time, so that it became 
necessary to make for the nearest port, which proved to be 
Ferrol, in Spain. From thence he passed overland and on 
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horseback through that country, reaching Paris in safety on 
the 1st of February, 1780. Matters yet seemed in doubt as 
to the ultimate issue of the war, even up to the decisive 
victory of the insurgents over Burgoyne. But that event in 
its turn was stimulating the sentiment of the French to such 
a degree that after that date there could be little doubt of their 
action turning in favor of the Americans. During this in- 
terval, Mr. Adams was found doing all in his power to stimu- 
late it more and more. Then came the unlucky capture 
of Mr. Laurens, on the ocean, going to Holland to take his 
share of public duty there, — a share which, by that acci- 
dent, fell back upon Mr. Adams. Ultimately, he succeeded 
in his great objects, — the first, in securing a loan of money ; 
the second, in gaining a formal recognition of the independ- 
ence of his country. The question no longer remained doubt- 
ful. The British Parliament, after the surrender of another 
army at Yorktown, became hopeless, and measures to bring 
about a pacification followed. The agents of the two parties 
expedited their work so rapidly that on the 30th November, 
1782, the great result was finally reached, and the United 
States of America thenceforth became a nation recognized 
before the world. What the feelings of Mr. Adams must 
have been when, looking back to the 2d of July, 1776, he had 
thrown himself into the van, and staked all his hopes for his 
country, as well as himself, upon the die, and now that he 
met face to face the envoys of his old master, and saw them 
sign a full recognition of all he could possibly have expected 
to secure for his country, may be better imagined than de- 
scribed. 

Peace having been settled, the next question of interest to 
Mr. Adams was the disposition to be made of him far away 
from his native home. His friends in Congress were not slow 
to acknowledge their obligations, so he was selected as the 
first person to represent his now free country in the Court of 
the monarch who had lost it. He has himself given an ac- 
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count of his presentation, which has become too well known 
to need repetition here. His official correspondence has like- 
wise fully explained the difficulties he met with in effecting 
negotiations with the government, so long as doubts could be 
indulged of the stability of the union of the States. At last 
that point looked tolerably well settled, by the prospects of 
the new Constitution. His earnest desire once more to tread 
his native soil now became imperative. The consequence 
was that, on the 20th of April, 1788, he embarked with his 
family in a vessel which reached its destination in safety in 
the month of June. 

It so happened that that new Constitution had been made 
and confirmed by the people in the interval. Mr. Adams 
had hardly planted his feet on his own ground when he found 
himself chosen by the Legislature of Massachusetts to attend 
the old Congress at Philadelphia. But, soon afterwards, the 
ratification of the new Constitution not only set that body 
aside, but also made necessary a fresh election to fill the 
posts of President and Vice-President, created by that instru- 
ment. Those places were accordingly filled by the election 
of General Washington and John Adams, and renewed for 
terms respectively of four years each, in regular course. Then 
came the retirement of Washington, in whom all had united. 
Next followed a signal for a division of opinion in regard 
to the choice of a successor. Parties soon appeared, and 
brought forward favorites of their own. The Federalists pre- 
sented John Adams, the Republicans, Thomas Jefferson, as 
successors to the highest place. On the first trial of strength, 
the former was elected, and served his term of office ; and, 
after a sharp conflict at the next, Mr. Jefferson succeeded, 
and Mr. Adams retired for the remainder of his life. At 
first some coldness ensued between them, but it gradually 
faded away after the retirement of both. The worthy pair ' 
soon manifested their freedom from all asperity, and at their 
respective homes they ever after established a steady corre- 
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spondence hearty and kindly on both sides, which only termi- 
nated by the singular coincidence of their decease on the 
same day, and that day the 4th of July. No similar public 
event ever roused so great a unanimity of popular sentiment 
over the land. All party prejudices melted away before this 
greatest of all monuments, erected in an instant, but certain 
to remain permanent for ever. C. F. A. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Society, Aug. 28, 1827, — the 
members present were, Bowdoin, Davis, Gray, Holmes, 
Jenks, Lowell, Merrill, Ripley, and Savage. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Mr. Joshua Coffin, of Newbury, was elected a Resi- 
dent Member. Rev. John Hutchinson and Hon. The- 
odoric Bland were elected Corresponding Members. 

Mr. Merrill and Mr. Bowdoin, the Scrutinizing Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Gray was allowed to take from the Library the 
" Dictionnaire des Ouvrages Anonymes et Pseudo- 
nymes " for the use of the Librarian of Harvard Col- 
lege, w r ho is preparing a catalogue of the library of the 
College. 

Dr. Holmes was permitted to take six volumes from 
the Library to use in preparing a new edition of the 
Annals. 

Mr. Savage communicated an extract from the will 
of the late Hon. Christopher Gore, bequeathing tw r o 
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thousand dollars to the Society, to be paid in two years 
after the death of the wife of the testator. 

The Recording Secretary was directed to make a suit- 
able acknowledgment to Mrs. Gore of their sense of her 
late husband's remembrance of the Society. 

The Librarian and Treasurer were appointed a com- 
mittee to present to the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania the whole or such part of the Society's Collections 
as can be spared. 

Dissolved. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Society, Oct. 25, 1827, — the 
members present were, Bowdoin, Jenks, Merrill, Ripley, 
Savage, R. Webster, and Winthrop. 

Lieutenant-Governor Winthrop in the chair. 

Mr. Bowdoust, in the absence of the Secretary, was 
appointed to take minutes of the doings. 

Several books were presented in the names of the 
donors. 

The Librarian was requested to have all the sheets of 
the Society's Collections folded, as for the binder, for 
their preservation. 

Meeting dissolved. * 



* Hon. Joseph Allen, of Worcester, chosen a member in September, 1808, 
died Sept. 2, 1827. A memoir of him by Mr. S. F. Haven will be found in this 
volume on pp. 411-413. — Eds. 



